KINGDOM COME - Podcast Week #1
We will turn our podcast to the topic of the kingdom of God for the coming weeks.
Monday, September 14 - Morning
Mark 1:14-15
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!”
Comments:
This week we begin learning about the kingdom of God. In all of his teaching, Jesus spoke more
about God’s kingdom than anything else. Why? Because the kingdom of God, the rule of God is
what our world was made for. Our world thrives under God’s kingship, and human beings can
know the full flourishing that God intended us to have from the beginning. What we need to learn
from the start is that God’s kingdom does not come in the future. Jesus announced it as here and
now, present and active in our world. As followers of Jesus, we do not wait until we die and go to
heaven to enter God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom is here. It always has been. Jesus is the one who
makes it possible for us to live as members of God’s kingdom. His death opens the way for us to
have peace with God. It is important that we get this right. We don’t wait until some point of time
in the future to live in God’s kingdom. Those who come to Christ have access to it right now. The
words for this morning are from Jesus’ first sermon. He explains that in him the kingdom of God
has come near. It is at hand. Present, not future. Active and alive. Now, the kingdom of God is the
subject of Jesus’ first sermon because he came to open the way in God’s kingdom. Yes, he came
to die for sin, to fulfill the law, to bring life and light. This is why Jesus said the time had come.
That is all true. But there is more. His death for us opens the way to fellowship with God, making
us subjects of his kingdom. We become bearers of his grace, and now we can embody his
kingdom in our lives. What does this mean in a practical sense as we start this week? It means
that by the grace of Jesus, you are joined to God, and by the Holy Spirit you can embody in the
life of God. Scientists use the word “albedo” to explain the percentage of light reflected from a
surface. For example, the albedo of the moon is about 12%. That means that only 12% of the
light of the sun is reflected back by the moon. It’s amazing how bright the moon can appear at
night, but that is only about 12% of the sun’s light reflected. The albedo of the earth is about 30%.
Here is what happens to us in Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit. We begin to reflect into
our world the light of God. God’s love, his truth, his glory, his goodness, his kindness, his
faithfulness. This happens as the kingdom of God comes to fullness in you. That is what Jesus
was inviting people to in his first sermon. He was inviting them to a new life in God. Their sins
would be forgiven, and they would be restored to fellowship with God so that they might live, in
flesh and blood, the way of God, the kingdom of God. This is what we are called to each day by
the Spirit of God.
Let us pray:
Lord God, we get stuck in ways of thinking and in ways of seeing our world. We come to live for
what the world offers instead of living as you created us. Thank you for sending Jesus to mend
our broken hearts and to open the way to life in your kingdom. Help me to remember today that I
belong to you and that I am called to reflect your love in the world. For I pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

Application:
1. What was Jesus’ first sermon about? Why do you think that was his message?
2. When does/will God’s kingdom come? Explain why you think this is so.
3. How does Jesus’ coming and ministry open the way for us into the kingdom of God?
Monday, September 14 - Midday prayer
Let us pray:
Our ever-faithful King, we like to think that we are subjects of no one. But, Lord, we know that
everyone has to serve somebody. I pray that you would make me your servant this week that I
might reflect your glory to a watching world. Help the word not to see me but only you in the
process. For I pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Monday, September 14 - Evening
Luke 17:20-21
20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor will
people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”
Comments:
I remember a very funny experience years ago, when someone I know was in a Woody Allen
movie. Sandy and I went to the theater excited to see her and her performance in the movie. We
watched the entire movie, and then as the credits began to roll, we looked at each other. Where
was she? How could we have watched the entire movie and missed her completely? But that is
exactly what happened. This is just what the Pharisees had done. They knew that God promised
to send the messiah to restore Israel. They were always on the lookout. They debated among
themselves about who the person might be and what the signs of his coming would be. This led
them to make some major mistakes. They thought they saw the messiah when strong or militant
leaders arose. They thought the kingdom of God would come in that way. But they were wrong.
Jesus challenged their view. You see, they expected the kingdom of God to come with power. A
military messiah would visit destruction on their enemies. But Jesus came to defeat an even
deadlier enemy than Rome. He came to conquer sin, to bring forgiveness and to defeat death.
The Pharisees were looking, but they were looking for the wrong thing. I often find I am looking
for the wrong thing. I expect God to answer prayers in a specific way, the way I envision. But
God’s ways are higher than my ways and His thoughts higher than my own. You see, God sent
Jesus. He came in weakness and put on display a love and compassion that our world little
understands. He came to open the way for human beings to once again live in joy in the kingdom
of God. Yes, Jesus opened the way to a kingdom, but not the one they were looking for. Jesus
tries to explain to the Pharisees that the kingdom of God is already there in him. But they cannot
see or accept him because he doesn’t fit their expectations. Back in that theater, we sat and
watched the credits and looked for my friend’s name. Lo and behold, there it was. She had been
in the movie all along, but we didn’t recognize her because of her make-up and the part she was
playing. Do you know what we did? We stayed in our seats and watched the movie for the next
showing so that we could enjoy seeing her. I think that is what happens when we come to know
Jesus. We see the plans and purposes and the kingdom of God for the first time. There is an “ahha” moment. So that is what God is doing! This is why Jesus came! This is what his kingdom is
about!

Let us pray:
Lord God, forgive us from trying to force you into our plan. Forgive us for putting our expectations
of you before who you are and what you plan to do through Jesus in the world. Thank you for
loving me each step of my way. For I pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Application:
1. How do you think the Pharisees missed Jesus and who he was? When did you come to
understand who Jesus was? When did the penny drop for you?
2. What was Jesus’ mission? Why did his mission far exceed what the religious leaders
anticipated?
3. What part of this study of the kingdom of God has created an “ah ha” moment for you?
Please explain.
Tuesday, September 15 - Morning
Mark 4:30-32
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the
birds can perch in its shade.”
Comments:
Sometimes when I am flying on a large aircraft, I reflect on the story of the Wright Brothers,
Wilbur and Orville. These brothers built the first, powered, fixed-wing aircraft to fly with a human
pilot. They made their plans and design in Dayton, Ohio, but took their first flight in 1903 near
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. It’s hard to believe that first powered flight covered only 120 feet,
lasted only 12 seconds, and they traveled only about 7 miles per hour. Their efforts, however,
launched an entire new industry of aviation. Their father, a Christian pastor, at first didn’t think
much of their pursuit. How important could it be? It seemed little more than a novelty. But since
then, aviation has changed the world. Don’t underestimate small things. Jesus also talked about
the power of small things when he spoke about the kingdom of God. He used the illustration of a
mustard seed, the smallest of seeds they would plant. Then Jesus described a flourishing plant
that springs up thriving with life. This is the nature of the kingdom of God. Jesus came in
weakness as just one man, but through him the door to the kingdom of God has been opened to
us all. What Jesus did in the scope of the immense and powerful Roman empire seemed
insignificant. But nothing could be further from the truth. In him was life, and his coming, his death
and resurrection opened a new and living way to the Father. Now, notice as Jesus teaches
through this parable, he is speaking of the kingdom of God. Beginning with the twelve disciples of
Jesus, the new movement seemed powerless. They came from among the poor. They were
minorities in a powerful earthly kingdom. They were common ordinary people, but God’s kingdom
spread through their lives and ministries. Indeed, the world was turned upside down. Now, I think
we fall into the danger of thinking that the small things don’t matter. Perhaps we feel that what we
do cannot make a difference in our world. But Jesus reminds us of the mustard seed, how small it
is but how powerful at the same time. This is the power of the hope we have in Christ. The death
of one man has opened the way to life for all who believe. This means what you do, and how you
live the kingdom each day, matters as well. This is the way God works—in the small things. As 1
Corinthians tells us: God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the
weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the

despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may
boast before him.
Let us pray:
Our gracious and loving God, the world feels so large, and I am so small. How could what I do
possibly matter? How could I matter? But Lord, you show me how you work in surprising ways.
You work through the small things for your glory and to accomplish your purposes. I surrender
myself to you this day to live in your kingdom and to reflect your glory in the world. Thank you for
equipping me with your Holy Spirit to guide and empower me. I pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Application:
1. Why do you think Jesus often used parables to describe and explain the kingdom of God?
2. What does this little parable teach us about the kingdom of God? Why do you think the
kingdom of God seems like nonsense to many people?
3. What happens when the mustard seed is planted? How does Jesus describe the benefits
that result? What happens when the kingdom of God grows?
Tuesday, September 15 - Midday prayer
Let’s pray together:
Lord, God, sometimes the world seems overwhelming. I don’t feel I can stand against its power.
Remind me each day that he who is in me is greater than he that is in the world. I offer to you my
fears and doubts. Fill me with confidence in your mighty power. For I pray in your name. Amen.
Tuesday, September 15 - Evening
Mark 10:23-27
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom
of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it
is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 The disciples were even more amazed,
and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man
this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
Comments:
In Bethlehem today, you can visit the church of the Nativity. The ancient church resides at the
place where, in the 4th century, people believed Jesus was born. The original entrance into the
church is only about 2 feet wide and four feet high. The entryway was made small to keep people
from driving carts or animals through the building. The thing is, that doorway became emblematic
of the church. Here’s why. To enter the building, you could only come inside bowing low or on
your hands and knees. In reality, that doorway reflects entry into the kingdom of God. In our text
for this evening, Jesus confronts a major misbelief during his time. The people thought that if you
were rich, it was because God favored and blessed you. Therefore, God and his kingdom was
certainly for them. But Jesus tells the disciples the opposite is true. To enter the kingdom required
a humble reliance upon God, one portrayed by the dependency of little children whose parents
must do everything to take care of them. Those that feel no need for help or rescue, those that
feel satisfied in themselves and feel have all they need, those that feel rich in themselves, Jesus
says cannot enter the kingdom of God. Entering the kingdom of God requires what the world
scorns. The world wants strength, and the kingdom is opened to the weak. The world lauds the
rich, and Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for there is the kingdom of God.” Jesus uses

a hilarious analogy to talk about the difficulty of the rich to enter his kingdom. It would be easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter in. Now, some have
taken this comparison and claimed there is a special gate called the needle gate and that a camel
can just barely squeeze through. But, no, Jesus is talking about a real camel and a real needle. It
is difficult for a rich person to enter because God keeps such a person out. Such a person cannot
enter because they cannot see how desperate their need is. They need God, and grace, and the
gifts that money cannot buy. This is where we stand every day. Poor, bankrupt in spirit and in
need of life. God provides this freely through Jesus. Such is the kingdom of God. Here’s the thing
about that church in Bethlehem. Today, it is filled with wealth. Gold crosses and expensive
candlestands have been collected and are displayed there. It misses the point of the manger and
what the kingdom of God is all about. Jesus himself came in weakness and poverty so that we
might know God and become part of his kingdom of love and light.
Let us pray:
Lord God, forgive us for our efforts to make ourselves so secure that we feel no need of you.
Forgive us for turning to idols that keep us from trusting in you and from enjoying your grace.
Help me to remember that my hope is in you and in your kingdom. For I pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.
Application:
1. Why did Jesus say that it is nearly impossible for the rich to enter the kingdom of God?
What makes this difficult for rich people?
2. What do you think is required to enter into God’s kingdom? Why do many people not have
that?
3. Why are the disciples shocked at Jesus’ statement? Why does his statement not fit into
their understanding of the kingdom of God?
Wednesday, September 16 - Morning
John 3:1-3
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.”
Comments:
Birth is something that’s been on my mind lately. My wife, Jocelyn, will give birth to our first child,
a daughter, in two or three weeks. Of course, we’re very excited, and nervous too. Just today we
took an online class explaining what happens during labor and delivery. The class was geared
mostly toward the mom, what she experiences and has to do. But it also made me think of our
daughter. What must this be like for her? Today she lives in the only home she’s ever known, a
snug little place inside mommy. It’s dark – she’s never seen anything or used her eyes. It’s wet –
she’s surrounded by fluid and has never felt the air. It’s warm – a constant homeostasis
temperature surrounds her. She has arms and legs, but she’s never used them for much. She
has lungs but has never breathed. She has a mouth and a stomach, but she’s never eaten
anything. And yet in a few short weeks, her world is going to change big time! Within a minute,
she will breathe for the first time. She will feel the air and move those arms and legs. She will eat,
and she will probably cry! Birth is the most dramatic change any of us undergo, and what’s

remarkable about it is how impossible it is for an unborn child to anticipate any of the things she is
going to experience in her new life. It’s just so different, so unimaginable, and yet totally
necessary for her to grow up. Jesus likens entering into the kingdom of God to being born a
second time; it’s where the term “born again Christian” comes from. In today’s passage, a
religious leader named Nicodemus comes to Jesus to understand the source of his wisdom and
miraculous power. “No one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him,”
Nicodemus reasoned aloud. It seems a flattering and deferential statement, probably offered to
show Jesus respect. He really did want to know what the power behind Jesus’s ministry was.
Jesus replied to Nicodemus with a statement that paralleled his own: “Very truly I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” Both of the men’s statements followed
the pattern of “no one can do [this] unless they have [that].” And both statements are correct. But
it’s interesting how Jesus shifts the focus. Nicodemus’s statement refers to one man performing
signs and wonders because God is with him, very much in line with the model of the Old
Testament prophets. It’s a statement about the greatness of the spiritual hero, the man on the
mountain closer to God than anyone. And actually, if anyone was like this, it was definitely Jesus.
But instead of even acknowledging that, Jesus brings Nicodemus all the way down, down from
the mountain, down from the old-aged venerable leader, down from manhood, from adulthood,
from competence, from strength, from independence, from moving, from seeing, from eating,
from breathing. You’ve done none of that, Jesus said! Just like my little girl, you are alive, but
your real life in the real world has not even begun! It’s incredibly provocative and offensive. That
real world is what Jesus calls the kingdom of God. He says, “No one can even begin to
understand my work unless they are totally transformed and as humble as a baby.” He says, “You
just be born of the Spirit and of water,” meaning you must put your faith in the Son of God and
repent from your sins. Jesus says, this is the only way.
Let’s Pray:
Dear Jesus, we Christians are like little babies born again. Our eyes and ears and noses and
mouths open to experience a new world, the kingdom of God. And like babies, we are still
learning about this new home that we have. Help us to see and remain in the kingdom, pursuing
what you have taught us is valuable. Amen.
Application:
1. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus? What answer did he expect to receive?
2. Jesus brings up the kingdom of God, even though Nicodemus did not ask about it. How
was this topic relevant to Nicodemus’s inquiry?
3. Have you been born again? What was your experience like? How has this opened your
eyes?
Wednesday, September 16 - Midday prayer
Dear Jesus, in your greatest trial, you said that your kingdom was not of this world. You laid down
your life without a fight, and yet you fought for us where it mattered. Lord, we often fail to follow
your example. We live in this world as if it were our kingdom. Every time we invest here, I fear we
fail to invest in your eternal kingdom that will last. Teach us, Lord, to seek your kingdom, your
ways, your goodness in this world. Amen.

Wednesday, September 16 - Evening
Matthew 18:1-4
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I
tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven.
Comments:
This morning we heard the story of Nicodemus, who came to Jesus asking about the source of
his wisdom and power. “You have to be born again to enter the kingdom of God,” Jesus said, and
it was a dumbfounding response for Nicodemus. He had a hard time conceiving that he must be
humbled like an unborn baby who knows nothing to even begin his spiritual journey. And as we
saw, Jesus brought up the topic of the kingdom of God even though Nicodemus had not asked
about it. It was a new concept for him, the idea of a totally new world that the spiritually
transformed enter into. Over time Jesus taught quite a bit about the kingdom of God, and
eventually his disciples were smart enough to pick up on it. They had become so aware, in fact,
that they asked Jesus about the kingdom: “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” They
weren’t clueless like Nicodemus, right? Jesus took a little child on his lap. “Unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven; whoever takes the
lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” The disciples had understood
there was another spiritual kingdom; they got that part right. But they totally misunderstood how
this kingdom worked. In fact, their question about rank and superiority was a lot like Nicodemus’s
– it was about pride, achievement, and status. They took those worldly values and tried to
superimpose them onto the kingdom that Jesus had been teaching them about. So, in the
gentlest of ways, with a child on his lap, Jesus told them they knew nothing of the kingdom. In
fact, they were at risk of not even entering it! To ask who would be the greatest in the kingdom
would be like walking into a daycare and asking which of all the 2-year-olds was the smartest, the
strongest, the best looking, the richest, and most moral, generous, or loving. For little kids, I mean
the little ones, those questions don’t make any sense! They’re just kids. They wet their diapers,
and they need adults to provide everything for them. It’s not until later in childhood and then
adulthood that self-awareness grows into pride, ambition, competition, toil, achievement,
domination and suffering. Those are the things we know. Those are the things the disciples knew.
“But that is not the way the kingdom works,” Jesus told them. A subtle logic in his response made
this clear. He said that they needed to be like a child to even enter the kingdom, and he also said
that whoever became humble like the child would be the greatest in the kingdom. Do you get it?
Getting in is the same as being the greatest; in other words, there is no rank in the kingdom! This
reminds me of when Jesus told his disciples that the rulers of the world lord their power over
others, but it was not to be that way among them. And another time he said, “Rejoice that your
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” It’s not about power, rank or status. And God forbid
that we should be spiritually ambitious! The kingdom isn’t about that. If we can remember back to
our earliest childhood, a time without fear or striving or comparison, a time of trust, then we can
find a clue.
Let’s pray:
Dear Lord, you’ve welcomed us into the kingdom of heaven, the world governed by God’s brilliant
love and goodness. It’s a world of equality, a world where we are cared for completely. And yet so
often we try to fashion that world to look like this world. We want spiritual versions of all the same

stuff that everyone clamors for around us. But we don’t have to. We repent, Lord, from this pride
of life. Bring us back to our spiritual childhood, our simple dependence on you. Amen.
Application:
1. What mistake did the disciples make in asking Jesus about the kingdom of heaven?
2. Jesus used the analogy of an unborn child and later the analogy of a young child to talk
about the kingdom. What did he intend to illustrate with these examples?
3. How might the Lord be inviting your to be more childlike in your walk with him?
Thursday, September 17 - Morning
Matthew 10:5-7
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or
enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those
who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.
Comments:
After my long-time pastor and mentor, Bob Davis, passed away, we had a memorial service to
thank God for him and for his life. His wife asked those that her husband had mentored and were
in ministry to speak at that service. I felt it an immense privilege and honor to be asked to speak.
At the end of that service, something very powerful took place. The robe of our beloved mentor
was laid across our shoulders as a sign that the mantle of ministry and leadership was being
passed on to us. Our passage for this morning tells of the moment when Jesus sent out his
disciples. Jesus prepared them for their first mission among the Jewish people. The mission to
the Gentiles would not begin until a few years later. Notice the message he gave them to share:
The kingdom of heaven has come near. That word “near” is sometimes translated: at hand, or it
can even be translated: here. Jesus didn’t ask his disciples to proclaim his name. He told them to
speak about the kingdom of God. Why? The Jewish people had endless discussions about God’s
kingdom. God told King David some 900 years earlier that he would have a son sit on the throne
of Israel. This king would have a unique connection to God as his father, and he would govern an
everlasting kingdom. His kingdom would never end. The people lived this expectation and were
sustained through painful Roman occupation by this hope. Jesus was asking his disciples to tell
the people that the promised kingdom had come. I wonder if we believe that. Do we believe that
the kingdom is a future reality that will only come at the end of the age? Or, do we believe God’s
kingdom has always been here on earth and that Jesus has opened the way for us to enter into
that kingdom? The difference here is quite important. If we believe the kingdom of God is here
now, we will want to live our lives as subjects of his kingdom. If we think it exists only in heaven or
in the future, how we live our lives now matters far less. You see, the proclamation of the
disciples was that God’s kingdom is here now. To prove this, the Lord Jesus gave the disciples
the signs of his kingdom, healing and restoring gifts. The disciples were not only to tell the people
about God’s kingdom, but they were also to put on display the life of the kingdom. I believe this is
our calling today. We can share the good news that the kingdom of God is at hand, and that we
can enjoy life in the kingdom. We can show forth the life of the kingdom in the way that we love
and live. Let me tell you what happened at the memorial service. At the end, the robe of our
mentor was laid on each of us. But there was a problem. Our mentor was an immense man, one
of the largest men I have known. His robe was far too large for any of us. That must have been
how the disciples felt when Jesus sent them out. How could they represent Jesus and the

kingdom of God? Yet, that is what Jesus asked them to do, and it is what Jesus has called us to
do as well.
Let us pray:
Our gracious and faithful King, we so easily forget you and your kingdom. Our lives are filled with
distractions, and we become so easily enamored by the kingdom of this world. Remind us each
day of the grace and glory of your kingdom, and the high calling you have provided to us to shine
your light for the world to see. For we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Application:
1. If Jesus were to send out disciples today, what do you think his instructions would be?
How can we/you follow in this way?
2. Do you believe Jesus has set you apart to represent him and his kingdom? What do you
think this entails? How can you do this?
3. What do you think that Jesus gives as signs today that show that his kingdom has come?
Thursday, September 17 - Midday prayer
Let us pray:
Our Holy and Loving God, you ask us to seek first your kingdom and your righteousness, and
everything else will be provided that we need. Remind me each day that I live in your kingdom
each day, and that I am to seek your kingdom here on earth. Show me that every aspect of my
life can be directed to you and your kingdom, and guide me by your Holy Spirit that I might learn
this way of life. For I pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Thursday, September 17 - Evening
Matthew 12:25-28
25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be
ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out
Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your
judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has
come upon you.”
Comments:
Modern people often reject passages like this. Our materialist and scientific perspective has
rooted out a sense of the spiritual, of God, and especially of angels and demons. What the Bible
calls demonic activity has been translated into modern psychiatric language. On the contrary, the
Biblical framework for viewing the world tells us that beneath the physical world there is an
unseen spiritual reality. God himself is Spirit and he governs all that is. We cannot see him, but
his presence fills the universe. There is also a dark spiritual force at work, one that seeks to
distract people from seeing the truth about God and to bring destruction to the wonderful creation
of God. Satan stands at the head of demonic forces opposing the ways of God. Made in the
image of God, people are Satan’s major focus of attack. He desires human beings to reflect him
rather than to show forth God’s glory. This force of evil, in the form of evil spirits, craves
expression in people’s lives. Satan uses deception and distortion to accomplish his purposes in
our world. During the time of Jesus, we see an immense amount of demonic oppression. We
wonder why we don’t see this more often in our time. First, evil easily finds expression in our
world. We modern people that reject spiritual power have come to embody it nonetheless in the

way we live, the values we express, and in the rejection of God. Possession as we see it in
scripture is not necessary to achieve this. But I think there is a second reason. Jesus has come
and has begun to change the story in our world. Jesus came to defeat these powers and bring
light and life into the world. Now our scene from scripture tells of a time when Jesus drove out an
evil spirit. Of course, the religious leaders wanted to brand Jesus as evil. The ministry of Jesus
revealed a power they could not control. How could they attack him? With lies. They accuse
Jesus of being part of the evil forces serving Satan. But Jesus makes this a teachable moment by
explaining to them how kingdoms work. A kingdom can only function if it is a unified system under
the direction of its king. Jesus explains that Satan’s kingdom could not work if his servants were
creating division. This would defeat the idea of a kingdom. The way kingdoms work, everything in
the kingdom is oriented to serve the king. The rule of the king is embraced. The values of the king
become the values of the entire kingdom. I remember a friend that got a ticket for speeding while
visiting Barbados. Barbados was part of the British Commonwealth. My friend was surprised that
the traffic ticket said he had broken the law and caused offense to the queen. He wondered how
what he did could have offended the queen. But this is the way kingdoms are meant to work. You
see, Jesus’ statement not only teaches us about Satan’s kingdom. It also teaches us how
important it is not to bring offense to our true king, the Lord, the living God. That is what sin is.
Taking what belongs to our king and using it in a way that does not honor him. It brings offense to
our gracious and loving King. A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. This is why Jesus
says that, as he drives out the power of evil, the kingdom of God is coming upon them. One more
person is being reunited to the Lord, his true and rightful king. In our actions, we can either serve
the Lord, our true King, or create division and subvert his kingdom. Jesus directs us to honor God
in all we do.
Let us pray:
Lord God, you are such a gracious and loving King. I desire to live my life to honor you in all
things. I know that I am yours. Indeed, all things are yours. May you be glorified in my life,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Application:
1. Are you more apt to downplay the power/presence of evil in our world or to overplay it?
How do you think we should think about the demonic today?
2. What is the nature of a king and a kingdom? What are ways that we can offend our king?
3. How can we better align our lives to the desires and will of our king? What specific ways
can you think of?
Friday, September 18 - Morning
Matthew 6:31-33
31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.
Comments:
When I was in elementary school, my dad coached a little league baseball team. Both of my
brothers and I took turns playing on his team and under his coaching. My dad didn’t cut me any
breaks because he wanted me to really learn the game. Batting was a key skill he had to teach
us. His instruction was simple about the way to stand at the plate, the way to hold the bat and

stand and face the pitcher. Over and over again, he reinforced this: watch the ball! He wanted us
to watch the ball for as long as we could…even up until it made contact with the bat. Over time,
you would learn to coordinate your body and your swing so that the bat could meet the ball. Now,
I think this moment in Jesus’ sermon on the mount has this same purpose. The Jewish people
had become so distracted with all the details of religion: saying the right words when they pray,
fasting, tithing, and the numerous aspects of keeping the law. The system got into the way of
actually knowing and following the Lord. It was supposed to help God’s people walk with him, but
it became an immense distraction. Jesus simplifies things in his sermon. He takes the ten
commandments that they had added layer upon layer of new rules to, and he condenses it into a
love of God and a love of your neighbor. In our text for today, he asks those in his kingdom to
stop worrying and to stop running after life. God has already provided it to us, and worrying won’t
do us any good. So, what are we to do? Keep our eye on the ball! Life for us is about God and his
kingdom. Instead of worrying and thinking we can have control over our destiny, focus on
God. What if we lived out of God’s kingdom in faithfulness and trusted God to take care of
everything else? Now, you might ask, well, how do we seek first his kingdom? This doesn’t mean
looking forward to the day we die and go to heaven. No, this is life now, not some time in the
future. We are to live to reflect God’s character, and serve him in all that we do. He is our king.
So, whether it is raising children, doing business, spending or saving or earning money, or cutting
the lawn, everything is to be done with an eye to God and his kingdom. We can make a simple
meal to the glory of God, with gratitude for all that God provides. Yes, this is what Jesus is calling
for. Now, there were times playing baseball when I would become so excited or distracted, that I
failed in that one simple principle. I didn’t keep my eye on the ball. Our team never won the
trophy. But my father was patient and gracious to teach this simple principle. How can you keep
your eye on your King and his kingdom in all that you do?
Let’s pray:
Lord God, my heavenly Father, it is true that I can become so distracted that I forget about you
and your kingdom. I find it easy to worry and difficult to trust in you. Lead me gently by your Holy
Spirit so that I might learn your ways and bring glory to your name. Amen.
Application:
1. Why do you think we define God’s kingdom as something coming in the future rather than
something present right now? How can we change this way of thinking?
2. Why did Jesus call us to seek the kingdom first? How does this help align everything else
in our lives?
3. What does our worry reveal about us? How can focusing on God’s kingdom serve as the
antidote for worry?
Friday, September 18 - Midday prayer
Let us pray together:
Abba Father, during days of wondering and worrying about the future, enable me to remember
that my hope is in you and your kingdom. Help me to be safe each day, and teach me to trust in
you. Protect me from worry and fear. Thank you that you care for me. Teach me how I can reflect
you to those around me. For I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Friday, September 18 - Evening
Jeremiah 29:4-7
4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they
produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not
decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.
Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”
Comments:
This week in worship we learned about how the kingdom of God is put on display in the world
through the body of Christ. Miami is an amazing city for many reasons. It is an economic and
cultural hub connecting people in the US, in Europe, and in Latin America. For many people,
Miami serves more as a way station than an ultimate destination. They come to Miami, but are
only passing through on their way somewhere else. When you do not plan to stay in the city, you
devote less time to serving the city, to building long-term relationships, to the future of the city.
This was the danger of the Jewish people when they were taken to exile in Babylon. They had no
desire to be away from home in a foreign land and alien culture. And some of their leaders were
saying that in no time they would be returning home to Jerusalem. So, the Jewish people failed to
put down roots. As it turned out, they stayed far longer than they ever anticipated. In our text for
this evening, we read God’s instruction to his people. He tells them to settle down, to put down
roots, to continue to build their families and their lives. He tells them to flourish in Babylon, to
seek the peace and prosperity of the city. I believe God wants us to commit to great cities today.
They are often much more difficult places to raise children and to create a God-honoring life. But
cities are extraordinary places to show grace. It is tempting to remain on the outside of the city
and culture in general, looking in as a Christ-follower. You may feel like you are living in an alien
land, but God encourages his people to be the light of the world, to show forth the kingdom of
God to a watching world. Now, the major dangers Jesus describes are first to become so like the
surrounding culture that the distinctive of the kingdom of God are hidden. Christ-followers
become so immersed in the kingdom of this world that they no longer can show forth the
distinctive of the kingdom of God. Jesus said this is what happens salt loses its saltiness. It really
then has no value at all. If one error is to over-identify with the world, the other is to withdraw from
it. A city on a hill is not meant to be hidden, nor does anyone light a lamp only to hide its light.
Whoever lights a lamp wants the light to radiate as much as possible. This is God’s plan for his
people in the world.
Let us pray:
Our good and gracious God, I am sometimes tempted to live like everyone else and to forgot your
kingdom. Then there are other times when I feel like an alien and a stranger in the world. Help me
each day to remember that I am to be in the world but not of the world. Lead me by your Holy
Spirit so that I will know what that means in any and every situation. For I pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.
Application:
1. What are two major dangers in the way we relate to the world? Which have you fallen into
through the years?
2. Why would anyone hide their light? How can salt lose its saltiness? How can we remain
faithful to our calling from our King?

3. How do you view the city? Do you love the people and see God’s call to shine his light?
Or, can you not wait to move elsewhere? How do you think God would want you to see
things?
Saturday, September 19 - Morning prayer
Let us pray:
Lord, God, you are the one that sits on the throne. When our world is shaken, we rest in the fact
that you rule and reign over all. When we fear for the future, we remember that time is in your
hands. When we cannot see forward from this place, we hope in you knowing that you see all
things. Let this day be one when we rest more and more in your care, when we are convinced
more and more of wisdom, and when we can see Jesus more clearly than before. For we pray in
his name. Amen.
Saturday, September 19 - Midday prayer
Let us unite our hearts together in prayer:
Our Abba, Father, this midday we remember those that need the comfort of your hand. We pray
for those that have suffered loss, those that are grieving, and those that are in pain. We know that
you are good and loving. Surround them with your presence through the power of your Holy
Spirit. Lord, they need to know that however they may feel, you are with them and for them in
Christ. Assure them of your love, confirm in them your grace and be their ever-present Father.
For in your holy name we pray, Amen.
Saturday, September 19 - Evening prayer
Let us pray:
Lord God, you have told us that a divided people cannot stand. All around us we see rancor and
division. We share in the same humanity and we are made in your image. But the strife only
seems to grow. We have learned that our hope is in you. Let the light of your love shine from your
people as a beacon of hope in a lost world. Help us not to give up or to give our hearts to
discouragement. Instead, show us how we may shine your light for the world to see. For we pray
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
SUNDAY, September 21 - Worship

Please review some guidelines below to see if you are ready to come back to in-person
worship. Once you are sure you are ready to return, go ahead and reserve your seat using the
link below. Seats are limited; RSVP is on a first come, first served basis.
RSVP here: https://granadachurch.com/rsvp/
9am - Heritage Service
11am - Contemporary
1pm - Spanish Worship

Our services will also continue online, and you may access them at one of these platforms:
granada.online.church
Facebook Live
YouTube

