GRANADA YOUTH	Wednesday Nights  |  6:30–8:30 PM
Lesson 2 — Compassion for the Hurting
Luke 7:11–17   |   The Person of Jesus, Unit One: Compassion
Wednesday, September 2, 2026  ·  Take-home summary for students and families  ·  Scripture quoted from the ESV
THE BIG IDEA
Love has three steps, and we learn them by watching Jesus: he sees, he feels compassion, and he helps. Miss the first one and the other two never happen.
What We Covered
1.  Seeing Jesus — First Step of Love   10 min
Jesus arrives at the town of Nain trailed by a large crowd, and a funeral procession is coming out the gate — the only son of a widow, with most of the town walking behind her. Two crowds collide, possibly two thousand people. In all that noise, Jesus locks onto one person. Love begins with seeing.
2.  Seeing Jesus — Second Step of Love   10 min
“And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her” (v. 13). Luke built his gospel from eyewitness interviews (Luke 1:1–3), so we asked what those witnesses actually saw in his face and posture to reach for that word. Then we listed what she had lost: her husband already, and now her only son — and with him her income, her protection, and her future.
3.  Seeing Jesus — Third Step of Love   10 min
He touches the bier, which made him ceremonially unclean, and the bearers stop. “Young man, I say to you, arise.” Then the detail that gives him away: “Jesus gave him to his mother” (v. 15). He was never only raising a boy.
4.  Becoming Like Jesus — Praying the Steps of Love   5 min
Where does an apprentice start? With seeing. Students added a request to their prayer card asking God for eyes that notice people.
Key Points
1. Love has an order. See, feel, help. We usually try to skip to helping, or skip the whole thing.
1. Jesus notices the one, not the crowd. In a scene with thousands of people, his attention lands on the person in the most pain.
1. Compassion costs something. He touches what everyone else avoided in order to reach her.
1. He does not make it about himself. The crowd is busy talking about God and prophets. Jesus is still looking at the widow.


At Home This Week
Home discipleship questions for Lesson 2
FOR PARENTS
Read Luke 7:11–17 out loud, slowly. This one rewards imagining the scene — the noise, the two crowds, the size of it. Then pick two or three questions and let the silence do some work.
Start With the Scene
1. Read Luke 7:11–17. Two crowds are colliding. Who does Jesus look at, and why is that remarkable?
1. Verse 13 says the Lord saw her and had compassion. What do you think the eyewitnesses saw in his face and body to describe him that way?
1. Make a list together: what has this woman lost by the time Jesus meets her?
1. Verse 15 says Jesus gave the son to his mother. Why does that last detail matter so much?
Bring It Home
1. Who is someone you pass regularly and have never actually looked at?
1. Where is it easier to see a crowd than a person — at school, at church, in this house?
1. Touching the bier cost Jesus something. What would it cost you to move toward someone who is hurting right now?
1. Which of the three steps do you get stuck on: seeing, feeling, or helping?
Two Things to Actually Do
1. Look at one person. Name someone this week you will actually look at and ask a real question — then wait for the answer.
1. Add to the prayer card. Ask God for eyes that notice the person in the room who is hurting.
NEXT WEEK — Lesson 3: Compassion for the Wanderer (Luke 15:11–24). The father sees his son a long way off, and runs. Wednesday, September 9.
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