GRANADA YOUTH	Wednesday Nights  |  6:30–8:30 PM
Lesson 3 — Compassion for the Wanderer
Luke 15:11–24   |   The Person of Jesus, Unit One: Compassion
Wednesday, September 9, 2026  ·  Take-home summary for students and families  ·  Scripture quoted from the ESV
THE BIG IDEA
The three steps of love are not just Jesus' technique — they are his Father's character. God sees, feels compassion, and runs.
What We Covered
1.  Seeing Self — Longing to Be Seen   10 min
We started with a question every student already knows the answer to: what does it feel like to be invisible, and what does it feel like to be seen? Both columns filled up fast.
2.  Seeing the Father — He Sees and Feels Compassion   10 min
Jesus tells this story to Pharisees who criticized him for eating with the wrong people (Luke 15:1–2). Notice verse 20: the father sees his son “while he was still a long way off,” which means he had been watching that horizon for a long time. In Genesis 16:13, Hagar names God “a God of seeing.” Then the father runs — dignified older men in that culture did not run — and reaches his son before the village can. He takes the shame on himself.
3.  Seeing Jesus — Gospel Connection   5 min
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). We give Jesus our sin; he gives us his righteousness. The father running down the road is a picture of the cross.
4.  Becoming Like Jesus — Seeing Others   5 min
If God sees us at our worst and still comes running, that has to change how we look at parents, friends, and the people we would rather write off.
Key Points
1. The father's looking is constant. He spots his son at a distance because he never stopped watching for him.
1. He runs before the apology. The son has a speech prepared. He barely gets through it.
1. Running was undignified. He does it anyway — partly to reach his son before an angry village does.
1. Being seen changes how you see. The son who has been welcomed home is the one who can welcome someone else.


At Home This Week
Home discipleship questions for Lesson 3
FOR PARENTS
This is a familiar story, which is the danger — it is easy to nod through it. Read Luke 15:11–24 out loud anyway and slow down at verse 20. Watch what the father does before the son says a word.
Start With the Scene
1. Read Luke 15:11–24. In verse 20, how far away is the son when the father sees him? What does that tell you about how the father had been spending his days?
1. What speech has the son prepared, and how much of it does the father let him finish?
1. Why do you think the father runs instead of waiting on the porch?
1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. What exactly gets traded?
Bring It Home
1. When have you felt invisible? What was that like?
1. Is there something you assume God would need to hear from you before he would welcome you back?
1. Who in your life is “a long way off” right now? Are you watching the horizon for them, or waiting on an apology?
1. If God sees you at your worst and still runs, how should that change the way you look at the people in this house?
Two Things to Actually Do
1. Watch the horizon for someone. Pick one person who has drifted and reach out first, without waiting for them to make it right.
1. Add to the prayer card. Write down one specific time God clearly saw you — and thank him for it.
NEXT WEEK — Lesson 4: Enemies of Compassion, Part 1: Judging (John 9:1–7). The start of a three-week story. Wednesday, September 16.
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