GRANADA YOUTH	Wednesday Nights  |  6:30–8:30 PM
Lesson 4 — Enemies of Compassion — Judging
John 9:1–7   |   The Person of Jesus, Unit One: Compassion
Wednesday, September 16, 2026  ·  Take-home summary for students and families  ·  Scripture quoted from the ESV
THE BIG IDEA
Now we turn from watching Jesus love to noticing what stops us. The first wall is judging — and it goes up fast, quietly, and without much effort.
THE STORY SO FAR
This lesson begins a three-week story running through John 9. It is one continuous scene, so the payoff comes in Lesson 6. Reading the whole chapter at home once will make all three weeks land better.
What We Covered
1.  Seeing Self — Judging and Seeing   15 min
We live inside a rating system — stars, likes, hot takes. Then we read John 9:1–7. The disciples look at a man born blind and see a theology problem: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents?” They talk about him while standing in front of him. We built a wall out of what judging does: it treats people as objects, keeps its distance, avoids the mess, puts self on the throne, and is easy.
2.  Seeing Jesus — Compassion for the Blind Man   15 min
Jesus sees the man first — and his gaze lasts long enough that the disciples get uncomfortable and start asking questions. He refuses the blame question entirely (v. 3). Then he gets involved: spit, dirt, mud on the man's eyes, and “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” The disciples saw a problem to solve. Jesus saw a man.
3.  Becoming Like Jesus — Judging vs. Compassion   5 min
We practiced a swap. Judging says, “I can't believe he did that.” Compassion says, “I wonder what is going on with him.” Same situation, completely different posture.
Key Points
1. The disciples saw a case. Jesus saw a person. Same man, same moment, two entirely different responses.
1. His looking made them look. Nobody in that group noticed the man until Jesus would not stop noticing him.
1. Judging is easy; compassion is difficult. That is a large part of why we default to it.
1. Compassion enters the mess. Jesus could have healed from across the street. He knelt in the dirt instead.


At Home This Week
Home discipleship questions for Lesson 4
FOR PARENTS
Read John 9:1–7 out loud. If you have time, read the whole chapter — the story runs for three more weeks and it holds together better in one sitting.
Start With the Scene
1. Read John 9:1–7. What is the first thing Jesus does, before any healing happens?
1. The disciples ask their question about the man while standing right in front of him. What does that do to a person?
1. In verse 3, Jesus refuses the whole “whose fault is this” framing. What does he say instead?
1. Jesus makes mud and puts it on the man's eyes. Why get that involved instead of healing from a distance?
Bring It Home
1. Where do you catch yourself rating people the way you would rate a product?
1. Try the swap out loud. Take something you judged this week and turn “I can't believe he…” into “I wonder if…”
1. Judging keeps its distance. Whose mess have you avoided because entering it would cost you something?
1. Has anyone ever talked about you instead of to you? What did that feel like?
Two Things to Actually Do
1. Catch one judgment. When it shows up this week, say the “I wonder” version out loud instead. Once is enough to notice the difference.
1. Add to the prayer card. Write the name of one difficult person and pray the three steps for them: see, feel, help.
NEXT WEEK — Lesson 5: Enemies of Compassion, Part 2: Fear and Cynicism (John 9:1–34). The story keeps going, and nobody celebrates. Wednesday, September 23.
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