GRANADA YOUTH	Wednesday Nights  |  6:30–8:30 PM
Lesson 5 — Enemies of Compassion — Fear and Cynicism
John 9:1–34   |   The Person of Jesus, Unit One: Compassion
Wednesday, September 23, 2026  ·  Take-home summary for students and families  ·  Scripture quoted from the ESV
THE BIG IDEA
A man who was blind since birth can suddenly see — and not one person celebrates with him. Fear and cynicism are the next two walls, and both of them feel reasonable from the inside.
THE STORY SO FAR
Week two of three in John 9. Last week the disciples judged this man. Tonight he meets three more groups. Jesus returns for him in Lesson 6.
What We Covered
1.  Seeds of Cynicism   10 min
We opened with a story about a student who had a genuinely great day and came home to a house with no room to hear about it. Nothing dramatic happened. That is usually how cynicism starts — as disappointment nobody noticed.
2.  Seeing Self — Fear Blocks Compassion   10 min
The neighbors will not quite admit it is the same man (vv. 8–12). His own parents refuse to answer for him: “He is of age; ask him” — because they were afraid of being put out of the synagogue (vv. 20–23). Affirming the miracle would have associated them with Jesus, and that carried a real cost. So they chose the safe route. Compassion is risky by definition; fear takes the exit.
3.  Seeing Self — Cynicism Blocks Compassion   10 min
The Pharisees interrogate him twice and never once celebrate. Cynicism hunts for the negative and assumes bad motives. It feels like insight — like you are the one seeing what is really going on — which is exactly what makes it so hard to notice in yourself. It also quietly kills joy, and eventually faith.
4.  Seeing Jesus — Leaving Space   5 min
Where is Jesus during all of this? Absent. Silent. He healed the man and left, and the man has not even seen his face yet. Jesus often gives space for faith to grow rather than rescuing immediately. Hold on — he comes back.
Key Points
1. Compassion is risky, and fear knows it. Playing it safe protects you and costs you everyone.
1. His parents chose their standing over their son. That is what fear does when the price gets high enough.
1. Cynicism feels like intelligence. It is actually a refusal to hope, dressed up as being realistic.
1. Jesus' silence is not absence. He leaves room for faith to grow. The man gets bolder in that space, not smaller.


At Home This Week
Home discipleship questions for Lesson 5
FOR PARENTS
John 9:8–34 is long — split the reading between you. Then pick two or three questions. Question 2 in “Bring It Home” is worth sitting with; cynicism is hard to see in yourself and easier to admit out loud.
A TWO-WEEK GAP
We break for a flex night on September 30, so this story picks back up on October 7. Keeping John 9 open at home in between will help a lot.
Start With the Scene
1. Read John 9:8–34. Four different groups encounter this man. How does each one react to the fact that he can now see?
1. Verses 20–23: why will his parents not answer for him? What are they afraid of?
1. What would it have cost the neighbors and the parents to affirm the miracle — and what does their silence buy them?
1. The Pharisees ask plenty of questions but never celebrate. What is the difference between an honest question and a cynical one?
Bring It Home
1. Where has fear kept you from stepping toward someone?
1. Be honest: where has cynicism become your default setting? Can you remember what started it?
1. When did you last celebrate someone else's good news without adding a “but”?
1. Jesus is silent through this entire chapter. Have you had a stretch where God felt absent? What did you do with that?
Two Things to Actually Do
1. Celebrate somebody out loud. No qualifiers, no “but,” no advice. Just be glad with them.
1. Add to the prayer card. Ask the Spirit to show you which wall you build most often — judging, fear, or cynicism.
IN TWO WEEKS — Lesson 6: Compassion for the Oppressed (John 9:24–41). Jesus goes looking for him. Wednesday, October 7. (September 30 is a flex night.)
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